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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (July 22, 1987) 
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CHARLESTON, ILL.--Eastern Illinois University since 1952 has been a 
melting pot of summer camps and conferences and before summer '87 has 
given way to crisp evenings and fall colors, 15,000 persons (not including 
regularly enrolled Eastern students) will have been on campus. 
The 15,000 are campers; the number does not include the 10,000 
spectators who come on consecutive weekends to watch the finals of the 
boys and girls state track meets. Both events have been held at Eastern 
for several years. 
Sixty-five camps, with themes ranging from athletics to religion and 
ages of participants from 10 to 80 will have been conducted. Camp 
attendance spreads from 15 to 1,000 and the length of stay is one day to 
one week. 
And when the last camper has departed, $1 million will have been 
generated for the University. 
There are other immediate and visible benefits. Because these 
campers live and dine in residence halls, there are employment 
opportunities for Civil Service personnel who otherwise would be laid off 
during the summer. 
In addition to the financial benefits to Eastern in direct payment 
by the campers for services, spinoffs from employees' wages help keep the 
community's economic wheels turning. Also, many of the campers spill off 
the campus and into the business places of Charleston. 
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Here's another dividend: A significant number of young campers 
return as students. They came, they liked what they saw, and they applied 
for admission. 
Boys State, which attracts 1,000 high school students each summer, 
is an example. Dr. Glenn Williams, Vice President for Student Affairs, 
estimates that 10-12 percent of those young men return as students. 
Although approximately 700 young ladies take part in Girls State, 
the girls have been coming to Eastern for only two years and it's too soon 
to know what the student rate will be. 
New this year to the camp lineup is a youth ministry group, 
headquartered in Loveland, Colo. Approximately 750 junior high school 
boys and girls attended. A Lutheran youth conference will attract 500 
persons. 
Camp purposes vary. The young come to hone cheerleading skills and 
mature adults come for Eldershostel, an opportunity for University living 
and learning experiences. 
Other camps involve athletics on various fronts, including 
officiating; and there are camps for music, art, speech, science, 
leadership and journalism. 
Another camp growing rapidly in popularity is for Illinois high 
school marching bands. Ten of these bands, each staying one week, will 
have been on campus this summer. And queries about these camps for next 
summer have come to Mark Haines, Director of Arrangements at Eastern, from 
a number of schools in western Indiana. 
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The St. Louis football Cardinals again this summer are conducting 
their training camp at Eastern. Both the Cardinals and Eastern encourage 
visitors to attend practice sessions. 
The heaviest responsibility for meeting the needs of campers falls 
on Haines and Lou Hencken, Director of Student Housing. Each camp, by its 
very purpose, has special requirements in the way of facilities, setups 
and equipment. Hencken and Haines and their staffs are the people who get 
these things done. 
That they are doing their jobs superbly is attested to by the fact 
that not too far down the pike summer camp enrollments, like admission to 
the Unviersity, will have to be curtailed. 
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